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“My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the
rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come ...
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.” Song of Solomon 2:9-13

To Family, Friends, and Fellow Saints,

Winter is that season of the year when, due to the earth’s tilt on its axis, a hemisphere is farthest from the sun. As
such it is defined by coldness, being farthest from the source of its warmth, and by darkness, as the hours of daylight
are brief. Without heat and light, growth ceases; plants wither and die. The landscape appears barren and lifeless.
Creation is held in suspended animation until in the process of time the planet in its orbit draws nearer to its center
once again. Our God in His wisdom ordained the earth’s circuit, and by its placement in the heavens created the
seasons we sometimes enjoy and sometimes lament.

You can draw many parallels to life from the circuit of the earth. And yet our text points to a contrast. When the
Shulamite’s Savior appears, calling her to come away with Him, winter is past. Not that winter has passed, as time
passes, but is past, as in gone or done away with.

I’'m fully aware that when the Lord Jesus appears to summon us to Himself, and we go to forever be with our
Redeemer, winter will never come again. The long nights will be over, and we’ll bask forever in the unceasing rays
of the Sun of righteousness. Not a single cloud will pass between us again.

But I know this as well, that when He comes by His Spirit, through His word, now, in this life, regardless of every
contrary consideration — winter is past, as if it never occurred. In the presence of Jesus, the dreary, gray clouds —
pouring rain and portending more — vanish, revealing the brilliance of the azure sky. At the sound of His footstep,
flowers spring forth, bud, and blossom brightly, exhibiting their most vivid hue. The melody of the song birds fills
the air heralding His arrival, every note audible sweetness. The glory of creation flows from Him, reflects Him, and
adores Him.

And yet for all that, it’s to me He comes. My beloved has eyes and ears only for me. How can winter linger when
love burns so vehemently? And who could recall the winter in the wonders of such a spring?

That’s a big, fat, flowery way of saying God sure is good, and there’s nothing better than being saved! I hope these
few scattered thoughts find you faring well and weathering the storm.

We haven’t quite been everywhere since the last prayer letter; it just seems that way. We’ve put some miles behind
us, nevertheless. It’s been good getting to places and churches new to us, and equally as good revisiting friends and
familiar people and places along the way. It’s refreshing to meet pastors, who are well aware of the times we’re
living in and see the storm clouds approaching and yet are still eager to do more — in defiance of the devil and the
age. Praise God. We’ve had a number of churches, new to us, take us on for support. I’'m always humbled by it, as
I wouldn’t support me. I sure am glad they’re trusting the Lord though.

(Continued on the other side...)
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We’ve enjoyed missions conferences, revival services, youth meetings, and just good, old-fashioned church. I can’t
tell you how much I appreciate Christians meeting with no other agenda than to pray and sing praises and hear the
word of God preached. That’s what refreshes the saints. All the programs and extracurricular activities might
occupy time and prevent a foray into worldliness, but nothing builds up the child of God like Jesus-centered, Bible-

founded worship. That’s our heart and soul. That’s what we want for our family, for your family, for the mission
field.

I hear from our fellow missionaries overseas that the building in Avren is nearing completion. That’1l be a blessing.
I’ve also heard the Turkish Old Testament is nearly finished being proofed. The believers continue to meet monthly
in Dabravino for the big Turkish meetings. The pastors are also continuing their monthly fellowship services.
Please pray for them. Pray for the children of the pastors. Pray God would touch their homes and help their
families.

Keep us in your prayers. Time is running out on our furlough. Pray what time we have left, the Lord would use us
to be a blessing.

The Lord bless y’all and keep you in His love, praying in the Holy Ghost, and looking for His daily mercies and His
soon glorious appearing.

Because of a living Savior,
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